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TOOWOOMBA DELEGATION’S PEACE AND HARMONY
EXCHANGE IN SINGAPORE AND MALAYSIA

On 29 June, the Toowoomba
delegation travelled to Singapore and
Malaysia to promote peace, harmony
and community through cultural and
learning experience.

A highlight was the Kuching
International Roundtable Forum on 4
July at the University of Malaysia
Sarawak (UNIMAS), where global
peace leaders shared ideas for
building compassionate cities. The
City of Kuching has expressed great
interest to adopt the Toowoomba
model in promoting social cohesion
and religious harmony and making it a
city of peace and harmony.

We were honoured to be given an hour audience with their Deputy Premier Sarawak The Honourable Datuk Amar Dr.
Sim Kui Hian. It was a very enriching and inspiring meeting. He encouraged the working team in Kuching to work hard
towards this agenda though it would be a very challenging one.

Our team showcased Toowoomba's initiatives in social cohesion and multicultural harmony and joined panel
discussions led by Dr Uma Kumar and Professor Phyllis Chew to shape Kuching's peace roadmap. The visit
strengthened our shared commitment to unity across cultures and global partnerships for peace.

On 2 August, Venerable Wuzhuang, Venerable Wu Chin and our youth from the Pure Land Learning College
Association were delighted to attend the Open Day at St James’ Anglican Church, Toowoomba. They explored the
155-year-old church'’s stunning stained glass, intricate timberwork, magnificent pipe organ, choir and Dinka drums.

It was also a pleasure to meet Mayor Geoff McDonald and capture a memorable group photo.
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MAYORAL RECEPTION CELEBRATES TOOWOOMBA AS
AN INTERNATIONAL CITY OF PEACE

On 29 August, we were honoured to attend the Mayoral Reception hosted by Mayor Geoff McDonald at The Annex,
Toowoomba Regional Council. The evening featured inspiring messages from Dr Uma Kumar, Mayor Geoff McDonald
and Mr Frederick Arment, Chair of the International Cities of Peace Board.
Guests enjoyed cultural performances, including Indian dance, guitar and Chinese Tai Chi, celebrating Toowoomba'’s
journey as an International City of Peace and the city's unity and diversity.

On 28 and 29 August, our international delegates had
the pleasure of meeting Professor Jason Bainbridge,
Head of the School of Humanities at the University of
Southern Queensland, and Professor Karen Nelson,
Vice Chancellor of UniSQ.

The discussions focused on a potential collaboration
between Singapore universities and UniSQ on a
research project showcasing Toowoomba as a model
of peace and harmony.

Stay tuned for more updates on this exciting initiative!










